
 
 

 

 

Mount Eliza Men’s Shed Inc. 
Annual Report 2020 

 
ABN 53 411 282 202 

PO Box 781, Mount Eliza VIC 3930 
www.mountelizamensshed.org 

 
 

 

 

  



 

Mount Eliza Men’s Shed Annual Report 2020 Page 2 

Contents 
President’s report 2 

Committee members 3 

Financial statements 4 

 

 

President’s report 
It is my pleasure to present the Annual Report to members of the Mt Eliza Men’s Shed for the financial year 
2019–2020. 

It has been an extraordinary year as our community has grappled with the COVID-19 pandemic. Our shed 
closed its doors in May (as did other sheds around the country). We are only now seeing restrictions ease. 
The lockdown has had an enormous impact on all of us and we will be recovering from the economic 
effects of it for the foreseeable future. As the pandemic took hold in March, the committee focused on the 
health and safety of our members. We were acutely aware that our members fall into at-risk groups, and 
our priority was to keep our members safe. 

It was fantastic to see our shed members stay in touch and check-in with each other during the lockdown. 
Congratulations to all of you who were there for each other and helped your mates through the difficult 
time. My thanks to our Secretary Pat Davenport for being a conduit for information and connection. 

I would like to thank our loyal team of shed members. You are the lifeblood of our organisation and we’re 
here because of you. As we emerge from the pandemic, it will be your passion and commitment to the 
Mount Eliza Men’s Shed that will pull us back together again. We’ve been isolated and disorientated by the 
pandemic, but I know our shedders are a resilient group who will roll-up their sleeves and get on with the 
task of re-building and reconnecting. 

Many members remained busy during the lockdown and worked on projects by themselves at home. I’ve 
enjoyed seeing the results. It’s clear our members have considerable talent and skills. Visit our website at 
www.mountelizamensshed.org to see more of the work our members have been doing. 

Thank you to my fellow committee members. Our volunteer committee is made up of shed members and 
representatives from our key community stakeholders (Mount Eliza’s Lions Club, Rotary Club and Bendigo 
Bank’s Community Bank). Despite the COVID-19 lockdown the committee continued to meet via Zoom to 
keep the administration of the shed rolling along. Thanks to Ian Davey, who has taken care of our accounts 
as Treasurer and to the support I’ve had personally from Linda Morris and Pat Davenport. I thank all the 
committee members for their hard work (so much of it unseen) and dedication to the Mount Eliza Men’s 
Shed. 

A focus of our work this year has been to secure our tenure on a site at the Mount Eliza Secondary College 
(located on Mount Eliza Way). This is where we are planning to construct our new shed. The Secondary 
College itself is supportive of us building on a parcel of land on their grounds. During the year we 
established a sub-committee to complete the paperwork required by the Victorian Department of 
Education and Training. That paperwork (and there was a lot of it) was submitted to the department in 
August. We eagerly await the decision. My thanks to committee members John McCarthy and Alex Godfrey 



 

Mount Eliza Men’s Shed Annual Report 2020 Page 3 

who were instrumental in the process; also to Brenda Baker and Marcia Claringbold at the Mount Eliza 
Secondary College who supported us through it. 

Once we have the department’s approval we can begin fundraising and construction of our new shed. Our 
community partners are poised to help us with fundraising activities and grant applications. There are a 
number of local, state and federal grants available to us and work to be done to apply for them. In terms of 
construction, we’ll need to get final quotes and specifications nailed down.  

Meanwhile, we continue to build our relationship with the Secondary College. Some of our members are 
helping the college maintenance manager on a greenhouse project. We’ve also continued to have a close 
relationship with the Mount Eliza Chamber of Commerce. The chamber is always in need of extra 
manpower to help with their community events and activities. While we’re planning for the new shed these 
community engagement activities are keeping our members busy and connected.  

There is plenty of work to do in 2021. It’s going to be a very exciting year for the Mount Eliza Men’s Shed as 
we move forward with our plans. I thank you all for your patience as we’re working through the lengthy 
process of securing permission for use of the site. The COVID-19 pandemic has not made things any easier 
this year. I’m looking forward to a very bright future for the Mount Eliza Men’s Shed. I know we have a 
passionate and committed team working to ensure it, and there is a great deal of goodwill in our 
community for the shed. 

Yours sincerely 

Alex Anderson 
President 
4 November 2020 

 

2019–20 Committee members 
• Alex Anderson – President 
• Linda Morris – Vice President (representative from Mount Eliza Rotary Club) 
• Ian Davey – Treasurer (representative from Mount Eliza Lions Club) 
• Pat Davenport – Secretary 
• Barrie Cornish 
• John Davidson 
• Alexandra Godfrey (representative from Bendigo Bank’s Community Bank Mt Eliza) 
• John McCarthy 

It is crucial that members of the shed get involved in our committee. If you would like to participate, or 
attend a committee meeting to see what’s involved, please get in touch with one of the committee 
members for more information. Our decisions and plans need to reflect what our members want, so we 
need plenty of input from members to drive our success. 

 




















